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The day job,
night life,
and Prospects
of a junior
TV exec.

By David Ngo

FINALLY STARTED pre-production on my
I documentary, and all my mom could talk
about was finding me a wife.

Someday, my life will revolve around Costco,
mortgages and PTA meetings. Currently, however,
I am focused on advancing my career as an aspir-
ing writer and director. By using the term aspir-
ing, I mean that filmmaking is not my source of
income. My rent gets paid through my day job as
a programming executive for a cable television
network.

Hyphen has asked me, as a youthful member of
the Asian American entertainment community, to
record a typical week in my life. What exactly goes
on in the mind of a mid-20s writer/director / televi-

sion executive/bachelor/son in Los Angeles?
Prepare to be amazed.

Monday, 1:45 a.m.
I ate cereal again for dinner.

As a writer, I feel like a literary surfer who can
stay out in the ocean of prose for hours until he catch-
es that perfect line. (That sounds smooth.) As a result,
basic errands, like grocery shopping, often get neg-
lected. Oh yeah, I need to buy toothpaste.

Earlier tonight, I couldn’t catch any waves, so
I left to go play basketball. I realized something
tonight—I suck at basketball.

I got home at 11 p.m. and should have gone to
bed. Instead, I've been sitting at my laptop trying to
revise a fundraising letter for my documentary. I'm
determined to stay up until I write that perfect clos-
ing paragraph.

I'm getting sleepy. Maybe some cereal will
keep me up.
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