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hroughout my entire career in
the media arts, no one could

ever pronounce Mg correctly.

mispronunciations of my last

name include . 'ing-go,” and

'n-9o," ‘nee-g

nuh-go.’ .-"L|_1|_|.'a|;_-'r'-';h,' the ng sound in Viet-

namase is completely unproncunceable in
the antartainmeant in W | used to try

to sound out Mgl to colleagues, and the
most cormmmon respansa | got was, "Yeah,

that's what | said, ‘nuh-go." Right?" Tired

cing my own  last

name as ‘no,” and this made life a whaole
lot easier. Howewer, my faith in pronounc

7 Ngd property was restored last year
when | met two media artists named Bee
d Ngd Club

| first met Bee last summer at my day

and Ella—and we create

ob at a celebrhy-driven television network

n Los -I-f'(_;"".- £5, where | earn payCnecks

a5 a programrer g exacutve Yes ge

paid to watch TV.] | also have an unpaid

a filmmaker, and at the time was

working on an independent decumentary

with an edior who also worked at my

joh. Taking a strategically-planned water
break, | went to wisit my editor at her edit

bay one summer morning "n.‘_‘-'r_—_ | e

a sk nny, rack-jacket-wearnng procuce

who intro himself as Bee Ngd (pro-
nouncad ‘no’). | was stunned. Did | just
actually meet another Ngd v

tertainment?  And

mispronounce his last name too? Whe

we both discovered that we were
MNgds, there was an instant camaradens
between us.  After some generic sma




talk, | knew Bee was cool whean he jokingly
asked me, "5o like, are we supposed to go
grab phd now?”

When two Vietramese people have
lurch together, it is actuslly possible for
thern 1o at something cther than pho déc
higr. Bee and | started having work lunch-
es at Wahoo's Fish Tacos and Koo Koo
Roa mainly because we could walk there
A5 | got to know Bee, | learned that ha is
anything but & typical Vigtnamesa Ameri-
can. Bee grew up in Kansas City with no

gxposure 1o an Asian Amencan Cormmu-

nity. His family was the only Vietnamease

family in the araa

According to Bes, "Thers were Six
Asian kids at my high school, and two of
them were my siblings. My parents tried to
maintain theair Vietnamese values, but we
were completehy surrounded by Midwest-

Additionally, Beg was

am sensibilities.”
never interested in getting good grades
and jaining campus clubs to improve his
collage applications. In Bee's words, "As
a child, | was more into causing trouble
and walking the fina line betwesn nght
and wrong. And |'ve leamed that it's not

wrong unless you get caught
Bee is someone who bucks conven-

tion, and this has manifested itself into a

career a5 & televizion producer. Regarding
his career, Bee comments, 1 have an op-
portunity to change the way people view
television, so I'm happy with whera |'m at
right now. "

Like Bee, | share his

ate change and affect society, but asice

aesire to cra-

from that, | am basically his alter ego. Al
though | went t¢ an 85 percent Caucasian
high school in the O.C. (Orangs Countyl,
rmy parents had Little Saigdn on speed
dial. &s a child, rmy mom dragged me to
Phutic Lie Tho every weekend to buy bulk
amounts of tiger balrm. |went to Vietnam-
eze language school until the 4th grade
| ate Vietnamesa food for dinner naarly

n high school,
teok honors classes and

averyday as a kic WES
basically a nerd
ahways worned about studying, | joined
saveral campus clubs for the sole purpose
of enhancing my college applications. [
was even prasident of one of them.) | had
the wiorse haircut ever. Essentially, | was
the polite Vietnamess boy that got good
grades, staved out of trouble, and was
Taday, 1'm
I

out of trouble, but somehow | missed the

destinad to become a lewyer

still that guiet Vietnamesa Doy who stays
memo about law schocl. {My haircuts re-
main terrible though.)

Despite owr different paths, Bee and
| found oursehves at the sarme cable net-

work and working towards the same

als, 1t°s almost like when straight-laced

Edward Morton randomly meets & ram-

bunctious Brad Fitt on an airplane in Fgit
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Club. (Guass which character | would be?)
Actually, the movie Fight Club became the
impetus for the creation of Mgd Club—an
inside joke tumed social revolution, Bee
and | started to joke about how we should
unionize ourselves at work s & way to
orotect ourselves aganst "the man.” Th
twio Mgbs needed to stick together in cass
somathing major ever goas down, Even-
tually, we named our organization MNgd

4+

Club and established some ground rules.

The first rule of Ngd Club is that you must

work in enterfainment, not madicing, The
second rule of Nod Club is that your last
name must be Ngd. Finally, the third rule
af Mg Club is that you must hate durian
Once thesa tenets weare set, Bes and |
were ready 1o recruit naw mambers, think-
ing that this would never actually happen.
What are the chances of meeting another
Mab at work?

Approximately two weeks after Nogd
Club was formed (fall 2005), Bee comes
up to me one day at work with a revela-
tion. " Dude, did you know thers is an Ella
Mgd that works hera?” he said. When
attempting to send an e-mail, Bee had
scrolled past Ella’s name in the compa-
ny's network server. | told Bee that we
have to recruit Ella for Ngd Club, but then

we debated this idea. We didn't want to
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come off a5 dwesbs who e-mailed a total
stranger simply because she shared our
last name, Howewver, we had a golden op-
portunity to increase ouwr membership, so
we took our chances. | sent Ella an e-mail
that stated, “Bee and | saw your name in
the server and thought that you'd be a po-
tential addition to our Nad Club. Bee is the
prasident, and | am the club's racruiter
Let us know if you ara interested in join-
ing the club.” After receiving this e-mail,
Ells Iater told me, “| was skeptical at first

Y Davia thirs ab
1 hie et sh

e | \

becausea this could be really dorky or really
cool. These two Vietnamese guys could
be totally unsocial.”

Before Ella arrived &t her job as a copy
editor for our anline division, she had an

enctansiva background in print media. She
has worked at several lifestyle magazines
a5 a writer, copy editor, and managing edi-
tor. Despite her success as a journalist, Ella
still faces many challenges as & wo
entertainment. Quoting Ella

guys that | wark inm
assume I'm an import
tually smart and have so

Ella decided to pursue pumalism as a
teenager after considenng several other

career options
| wanted to be a

an ancidr WOTTign. FHONWEWET

| was a good writer and entertainmeant was
8 genre | enjoyed because it helps people
take their mind off of society’s problems.”
Ella is definitely a person with substance,
but as Bee and | would learn, she is also a
woman with sass and style.

After our recruitment e-mail exchang-
as, Ella, Bee, and | met up for lunch a
wesk later, Bee and | didn’t know what
to axpect from Ella, but we both realized
that she would add immediate credibility
to Mgd Club. As Bee eloguently told me,
"We won't look like two Asian geeks try-
ing to start a computer gaming society
with her in the club.” Bee and | jokingly
assumed that Ella would either be a fob or
& former Asian sorority girl before we met
har in parson. For our first Mad Club lunch,
wie all met in our company lobby, | was
the first to meet Ella, and immediatehy no-
ticed her clazsy sense of style. She was
clearly not a fob. Although soft-spoken, it
became obvious that Ella has a sharp wit.
Wihan we realized that we both grew up
in the O.C., Ella made some classic Little
Saigon references 10 Lee's Sandwiches
and Bolsa. She may have also referenced
those cafes where the old Vietnamese
men drink coffee served by scantily clad
waitresses w00, Anyhow, it was clear that
Ella had a sense of humor. As she and
| got acquainted in the lobby, Bae arrives
late {he's always on Asian time) and we
weere finally off to our first official Mgd Club
meeting

At lunch, an instant chemistry formed
petween the three of us. Like the cartoon

Voltron, we were three robotic lions that
finally united to become one gigantic rabot
that could defend the universe. | haven't
met rTHHn',' Peersm entertamment 'l.-‘u'l‘ll] can
share in the Vietnamese American expe-
rience, and now | had two other Ngbs at
my lunch table who did. For example, we
gll have similar stones about Vietnamese
parenting. On the subject of names, Bee
summed it up best when he said, "My
parents wanted to give me an American
name similar @ Huy, so | ended up with
Bea, Funny thing is I've always been
called by vanous nicknames my whole
life.” {To this day, my parents still only

0. )

call ma oy vy nickname t
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Besides our nicknames, we all could
relate to the parental pressures of pur-
suing traditional Vietnamese American
careers such as medicine, law, and engi-
neering. During lunch, Ellz remarked, |
still get pressured today o study madicine
even though I'm pretty far into my jourmal-
ism carear.”

Growing up, | always found it ironic
that my parents would drop hints about
attending law school while a Vietnamessa
melodrama  starring  Vietnamasa  actors
written by Vietnamese producers featur-
ing Vietnamesa music played on our living
room TV, Clearly, art is a vital element of
Vistnamese tradition and culture.  Those
Paris by Night vidgos don't sell them-
selves. The career paths that Ella, Bee,
and | have chosen are, iIn mMany Ways, an
gxtension of the artistic heritage of our
ancestry. We're the current generation of
Vietnamese artisans, except we've traded
in the do d&ifor track jackets and sneakers.

Daon't get me wrong, | have & tre-
rmandous amount of respact for doctors
and lawyers, and often times I'm enwvi-
ous of their paychecks. However, what
drives me is the opportunity to excel in a
caraer figld where | can utilize one of my
bast strengths—aereativity.  If | was good
in math, | would've been an accountant.
Im reality, | could never get an “A" on a
math test in high school, but | always got
“A"s on my English papers. In an ethe-
real way, | was destined to write scnpts,
direct films, program television, and write
this very article,  Similarly, my Ngd Club
compatriots have found solace in the cre-
ative arts as well.

About his career choice, Bee said, "Ry
first goal was 1o actually own a nail salon,
but | ended up doing what | know best,
which is producing, editing, and creating
television for a wide audience.”

When discussing the creative arts, Ella
remarks, “As much as you want 1o please
wyour parents and go into traditional fields,
you're actually servicing the Vietnamese
community by broadening the scope of
what a Vietnamese American is capable of
accomplishing.”™

Vietnamesse people aren’t all math
nerds; we are creative people too.
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Although we can help increase the
presence of Vietnamese Americans in the
media, Mgb Club understands the challeng-
a5 that lie ahead of us. The Vietnamese
community is very diverse and averyona
has their own views on politics, religion,
and society. Although most people as-
surne we all live in San Jose, Vietnamese
Americans raside in differant parts of the
L5, at varipus socioeconomic levels.

Even though Mgd Club wants to “rep-
rasent” for its people, we can't put the
varying needs of an entire culture on our
shoulders. Instesd, Ella, Bee, and | have
chosen to just be curselves and share our
own personal ideas and experiences in our
work. Through this individuality, hopefully
society can wview the entire Vietnamese
community as a group of persons rather
than a senes of stereotypes. Ellais a not
a submissive masseuse. Ella is a girl who
can eat like & lumberjack. Bee is nota PC
technician. He is a thin guy who is con-
stantly trying to gain weight. | do not play
badminten. Actually, | played a season of
ultimate frisbee in college. Ve are Viet-
namese Americans, but our ethnicity does
not define who we are as people.

As Ella once told me, "Be proud of
your heritage, but don't make it the big-
gest issue because race ultimately doesn't
matter. You matter.”

Yes, if it weren't for our last names,
Ella, Bee, and | wouldn't have united to
become the cohesive media powsarhouse
that is Mgd Club.  Howewer, Ngd Club
anly exists today because of the camara-
dene we have with one another. We're
all friends who share a love for creativity
and we're all trying to make careers out
of this passion. WWe'ra senous about our
goals, but at the same time, we e not ser-
ous about ourselves. Ellz s striving to be a
managing editor for @ magor media entity,
and proudly displays har 5th grade spelling
bee trophy at her desk to symbolize this
goal. Bee wants 10 produe programming
that changes the telewision Bndscape,
but he is seemingly more daterminad to
find a good bowl of phd in Los Angeles.
Someday, | hope 1o maks flms that im-
pact society like Scorsese, Spelberg, and
Tarantine, For now, I'm st really trying to

save Up money to buy some new clothes
1o diversify rmy wardrobe.

We don't take ourselves seripusly be-
cause, after all, we work in entertainment.
The Mgé Club is really all about sarcasm,
salt-depracation, and styla, In fact, when
NHA asked me to provide photos for this
articke, | couldn’t just send them family al-
burm photos of Ella, Bee, and mysealf. In-
stead, Ngé Club commandeered a photog-
repher and did a full-blown photo shoot at
The Standard in Downtown Los Angeles
Mhat place looks amazing!). If given the
opportunity to be creative, the Mgb Club
will run wild with it, and that we did.

Hopefully, Ngé Club will be around to
see the last name Mgd mentioned along-
side such celebrated Hollywood surnames
as Baldwin, Coppola, Douglas, and Barry-
more {and pronounced properly too). Dur-
ing the photo shoot, | asked Bee where he
thought Ngd Club would be in 10 years.
Bee replied, "l think we're all going to be
all right, ‘Wea'ra all going to gat there. At
least Ella will.”

Ella, Bes, and | do ultimately want to
make our parents happy, and we believe
the creative arts are our way 1o do so.
Quite frankly, we'd all make pretty crappy
doctors and lawyers, and no parent wants
their child to hawe that type of reputation.
With that in mind, Ngd Club will continue
to do its thing in entertainment. Howewver,
we know that an entire young genaration
of Vietnamese American media artists is
an the rise. If we can give some humble
advice to any future Mgd, Trén, or even
Hugmh, it's that you should pursee your
passion in whatever field you choose,
However, if you do choose a career as a
meadia artist, just know that basically ev-
aryone will pronounce your lest name in-
corractly.

David Ngd is trying 1o be o wiiter, director, lelevi-
son execulive, Mmocel, oCton, spoken word ortist.
and friend. He mode his own welbsie ot weww dou-
blachthres com,




