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RomeoMustDiewouldhavebeenbetterif

JetLiandAaliyahhadgotit on.
Don'tgetmewrong,RomeoMustDieis an

entertainingfilm. This moviehas phenomenal
action scenes,funny dialogueand remarkable
cinematography.Therearealsoexcellentperfor-
mancesby a castthat includesJet Li, Aaliyah,
RussellWongand IsaiahWashington.However,
althoughthis film is promotedasa modem-day
"RomeoandJuliet," there is onething that is

noticeablymissing- HanSing(JetLi)getsnolove
fromTrishO'Day(Aaliyah).

ThroughoutRomeoMustDie,theaudienceis

led to believethat a romanceis developing
betweenTrish and Han. The sexual tension

betweenthecouplebuildsupto thefinalsceneof
thefilm.Afterpreventinganall-outwarbetween
an Asianmafiaandan AfricanAmericanmafia,
savingthelifeofTrish'sdadanddefeatingKaiSing
(RussellWong)in anepicfight,Hanis readyfor
hishandsomerewardfromTrish.Thisreward,anti-
climactically,is merelya huganda pat on the
shoulder.

C'monnow.Hanshouldhavegottenat least
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a kiss from Trishfor savingthe day.As I recall,
"RomeoandJuliet"is a storyabouttwo lovers,not
twoplatonicfriends.Han'ssituation,unfortunately,is
typicalof manyAsianmaleheroesinAmericanfilms.
Essentially,Asianmaleheroesneverget anyplay.
Whyisthat?

AsianmaleheroesareneverseeninAmerican

filmsasobjectsofdesire.Instead,theyarecommonly
characterizedashumble,polite,asexualbeingsthat
areoutto avengethetragicdeathof theirbrothers.

"We need an AsianAmericanmale

herowhoseheroicsarerewardedwith

aninvitationintothefreakzone,,:'

This one-dimensionalreductionhas affectedthe

careersofmanynotableAsianAmericanleadactors.
For example,ChowYun Fat's heroicsare

rewardedwitha phathandshakefromMiraSorvinoin
TheReplacementKillers.JackieChan,in hisfilms,

alwaysendsupasjust a fatherfigure.Theseactors
oftenfindtheircharactersassimplemenonqueststo
restorefamilyhonor.Thisprevailingdepictionof the
Asianmaleherohasbecomeastereotypethatmust
bechallenged.
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AnewtypeofAsianmaleherois neededin
Americanfilms.WeneedanAsianAmericanmale
herowhoseheroicsarerewardedwithaninvitation

into thefreakzone,not thefriendshipzone.We
needanAsianmaleherothatisdebonair,confident
andromantic.WeneedanAsianmaleherowhois

adoredby women.What we needto see in
AmericanfilmsisanAsianAmericanJamesBond.

Justpictureit - anAsianJamesBond.His
namemightevenbeJungBond.ThisnewAsian
maleherocangetthegi~attheendandevenget
gi~salongtheway.JungBondcanbea complex
andmulti-facetedcharacterwhosemotivesextend

beyondpreservingthehonorofhisfamily'sname.
Stereotypescan be challengedfurther when
audienceslearnthatJungBondhasnomartialarts
expertisewhatsoever.

Inreality,AsianAmericanmalesarecomplex
individualsjust likeanyotherpersonin American
society.Unfortunately,this complexityis not
portrayedin AmericanfilmsbecauseAsianmales
areroutinelycharacterizedbystereotypes.These
stereotypesmustbe challengedandinnovative
portrayalsofAsianmalesareneeded.Let'sallhope
thatinJetLi'snextactionfilm,heactuallygets
some"action"attheend.
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